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PRINCIPAL  OFFICES  AND  OFFICERS 


WATER  AND  WASTE  WATER  OPERATORS 
CERTIFICATION  EXAMINING  BOARD 


OFFICER 

TERM  OF  OFFICE 


HOME  ADDRESS 


E.  R.  Waldo,  Chairman 
10-16-68  —  10-16-74 


2115  Silver  Sage  Trail,  Billings 


Robert  A.  Haverfield,  Vice-Chairman 
10-16-67  —  10-16-73 


2928  Salish  Court,  Missoula 


C.  Wayne  Young 

10-16-67  —  10-16-70 


2810  Moulton,  Butte 


S.  R.  Young 

10-16-67  —  10-16-71 


426  -  1st  West,  Hardin 


Leonard  Opperud 

10-16-67  —  10-16-72 


925  Montana  Avenue,  Havre 


Dr.  R.  L.  Sanks 

10-16-69  —  10-16-75 


208  West  Grant,  Bozeman 


Claiborne  W.  Brinck,  Director 
Permanent 


1234  Winne  Avenue,  Helena 


PRINCIPAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 


Claiborne  W.  Brinck,  Director 

Environmental  Sanitation  Division 
State  Department  of  Health 

Bettie  J.  Erickson,  Office  Manager 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE 

Old  St.  Peter's  Hospital  Building,  35  -  11th,  Helena 
Mailing  Address:     Capitol  Postoffice 
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LEGAL  REFERENCES 


GENERALLY 

,  The  statutes  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Water  and  Waste  Water 
Operators  Certification  Examining  Board  are  found  in  Title  69,  Sections 
5901-5912,  R.C.M.,  1947. 

Operating  policies  necessary  to  administer  statutory  requirements 
are  established  by  the  board. 
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PRINCIPAL  GOALS 


The  Water  and  Waste  Water  Operators  Certification  Examining  Board  exists 

» 

to  insure  that  the  water  and  wastewater  plant  operators  are  qualified  to 
do  their  jobs..  Water  treatment  plant  operators  are  responsible  for  the 
quality  of  water  distributed  and  must  exercise  care  to  prevent  transmittal 
of  waterborne  diseases.    Wastewater  operators  must  prevent  poorly  treated 
and  untreated  wastes  from  being  discharged  to  water  courses  where  they  could 
contaminate  Montana's  streams.     The  protection  of  the  health  of  the  citizens 
of  Montana  is  the  most  important  part  of  this  program. 
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PROGRAM  INVENTORY  AND  COST  SUMMARY 


COST 

PROGRAM  1969-1970  F.Y. 

Classification 
Licensing 
Examination 
Education 

Revocation  of  Licenses 
Rules  and  Regulations 

TOTAL  PROGRAM  COSTS  $6,997.58 
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MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


CLASSIFICATION 

The  director  is  given  the  authority  to  classify  all  water  and  waste 
water  plants.    This  is  done  according  to  population  and  type  of  system  used 
with  the  approval  of  the  members  of  the  certification  board. 


LICENSING 

All  operators  in  responsible  charge  of  a  plant  at  any  time  must  be 
certified.     During  the  past  fiscal  year  625  licenses  were  issued  to  operators 
under  the  grandfather  clause.     37  new  operators  were  licensed  after  exami- 
nation.    2  holders  of  grandfather  clause  certificates  were  examined  and 
issued  certificates  valid  throughout  the  state  of  Montana.     36  operators 
were  issued  temporary  certificates. 


EXAMINATIONS 

54  applicants  for  certification  were  given  the  examination.  39 
operators  were  successful  in  passing  the  examination. 


EDUCATION 


V 


Permission  was  received  from  the  state  of  Idaho  to  use  their  study 
plan  in  educating  operators  in  Montana.    All  operators  were  notified  of 
the  annual  school  for  water  and  wastewater  operators  which  is  held  in 
Bozeman  and  operated  by  the  Environmental  Sanitation  Division  of  the  State 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Montana  State  University  School  of  Engineering, 


REVOCATION  OF  LICENSES 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Attorney  General's  office,  the  license  of 
one  operator  was  revoked  during  the  1969-1970  year. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  certification  board  has  the  authority  to  promulgate  rules  and 
regulations  necessary  to  facilitate  the  enforcement  of  the  certification 
program.     These  have  been  established  as  the  need  arose. 
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MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS 


Discussion .     One  problem  is  the  enforcement  of  this  law  in  small  plants 
serving  less  than  100  persons.    Many  of  these  are  run  by  the  poorest 
operators  and  are  serving  small  housing  developments  and  trailer  courts 
and  camps.     They  are  not  operated  by  fulltime  operators,  but  they  are 
responsible  for  drinking  water  serving  citizens  of  the  state  and  transient 
people.    There  are  also  problems  created  by  improper  waste  disposal  in 
rural  areas  where  the  problems  may  become  quite  serious. 

Recommendation.     It  is  recommended  that  with  reorganization  this  agency 
be  placed  under  the  State  Department  of  Health.    While  there  is 
cooperation  with  the  Health  Department  staff  at  this  time,  if  the 
functions  of  this  board  would  be  closer  to  the  Department,  it  should 
facilitate  better  handling  of  problems  in  this  area  of  small  supplies. 


ANALYSIS  OF  PROGRAMS 


CLASSIFICATION 

Services  provided.    As  new  plants  are  put  into  use,  they  are  classi- 
fied by  the  director  of  the  Water  and  Waste  Water  Operators  Certification 
Examining  Board  according  to  population  and  type  of  system  and  with  the 
approval  of  the  members  of  the  certification  board. 

Objectives.     It  is  the  purpose  of  the  board  that  all  new  operators 
will  be  well  qualified  to  operate  these  plants. 

Achievements.     Before  new  plants  are  placed  in  operation,  employees  of 
the  Environmental  Sanitation  Division  staff  of  the  State  Department  of  Health 
notify  the  board.     This  makes  it  possible  to  notify  the  local  officials  of ^ 
the  requirements  of  the  law.    These  officials  have  cooperated  by  having  their 
operators  properly  certified. 


LICENSING 

Services  provided.     When  a  new  operator  is  appointed  to  a  plant,  he  is 
notified  of  the  certification  program  and  supplied  with  proper  application 
forms.    When  the  completed  application  is  returned,  it  is  reviewed  by  the 
director  and  if  approved,  a  temporary  certificate  is  issued  for  permission 
to  operate  until  the  next  examination  is  given.     A  renewal  notice  is  sent 
to  current  licensees  before  expiration  of  certificates.    When  the  license 
is  renewed  with  the  payment  of  fee,  a  proper  seal  for  placing  on  his 
permanent  license  and  a  wallet  card  are  sent  to  the  licensee. 

Objectives.     The  law  requires  that  all  operators  in  responsible  charge 
of  a  water  or  waste  water  system  be  properly  certified  and  that  their 
certificate  be  properly  displayed.     We  believe  that  this  has  been  accomplished 
unless  there  may  be  some  of  the  very  small  plants  of  which  we  have  no  know- 
ledge that  have  not  complied  with  this  law. 

Target  group.     All  operators  of  a  water  or  waste  water  system,  the  city 
engineer,  director  of  public  works,  mayors,  city  clerks,  and  other  local 
officials  are  informed  of  this  law  and  expected  to  meet  its  requirements. 

Achievements .     This  past  fiscal  year  the  licensing  program  was  set  up 
under  Data  Processing.     625  certificates  were  renewed.     36  temporary 
licenses  were  issued.     In  communities  where  new  plants  are  located,  a  copy 
of  the  law,  applications, and  classification  charts  were  sent  to  operators 
and  to  other  local  officials. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PROGRAMS  (Cont'd) 


Cost  and  Performance  Summary.     The  following  data  is  presented  in 
summary  form.     Additional  supporting  data  is  available  upon  request. 

 FISCAL  YEARS  

History  Current  Projected 

1968-69  1969-70  1970-71 

COST  $5,436.51  $6,997.58  $6,880.80 
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PROJECT  COSTS  BY  OBJECT  OF 
EXPENDITURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 
1969-/0  FISCAL  YEAR 

'  TOTAL  CERTIFICATION  PROGRAM 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 

Personal  Services   $3,478.93 

Operations    3,371.83 

Capital   .  .  146.82 

TOTAL  EXPENDED  $6,997.58 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 

Earmarked  Revenue  Fund   .  .  .$6,997.58 


TOTAL  FUNDING  \  $6,997.58 
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